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JOHN HENRY ALEXANDER

LEXANDER, JOHN HENRY, lawyer, was born in
A Clarke county, Virginia, September 23, 1846. His
father, William C., was a farmer of Clarke county, a
man of integrity, decision of character, business ability, and
marked literary proclivities. He neither held nor desired public
office, but followed the even tenor of his way, as an unobtrusive
farmer and private citizen. John H.’s mother was Susan C.
Alexander, a woman of great force of character and of intellec-
tual tastes: to her, by her husband’s early death, fell the training
of her son; and all that he is, he owes to the influence of his
mother. After giving him such home training as was proper
to set him on the way of righteousness, she sent him to a prepara-
tory school of which the late Virginius Dabney was principal;
here he received a great stimulus toward intellectual pursuits,
under one of the most famous of the post-bellum teachers of
Virginia. From this school he proceeded to the University of
Virginia, from which he was graduated in 1870 with the degres
of B. L. At the university young Alexander came under the
influence of Dr. W. H. McGuffey, and of John B. Minor, the
famous law professor, whose name has long been a household
word among the lawyers of Virginia.

With such teachers and such home training, Mr. Alexander
had moral and mental capital to take him through life. In
addition to this, however, he had family traditions to inspire
him to do something. His father’s father, John Alexander, was
a soldier of the War of 1812. John’s father, William, was a
soldier of the Revolution.

The earliest American ancestor of the Alexanders was John
Richard (Alexander), who came from Scotland, and settled in
Dumfries, Prince William county, Virginia, about 1750.

With such vigorous Scotch blood coursing through his veins,
with such training as he received from his mother, and with such

teachers as the fates provided him, we can see that the career of
Vol. 2—Va.—1



4 JOHN HENRY ALEXANDER

John H. Alexander is but a logical evolution. He might have
been a failure. He might have thrown himself in the face of the
forces that were working to make him a man; but, with natural
ability and such environments, without any interference on his
part, he is what he is.

In boyhood, John Alexander read books of adventure, such
as Scott’s novels, etc. In later life, he fed his mind upon
metaphysical works and standard poetry, the one class training
his logical powers; the other, his imagination and his taste.
Take a young man so trained, with teachers already named, put
him in close touch with such older men as Dr. William H.
McGuffey, Major Burr P. Noland, General William H. Payne,
and we see a product of a high order.

In spite of his youth, Mr. Alexander served one year in the
Confederate army, with Mosby’s Rangers; and his experience has
taken shape in a lecture on Mosby’s men, which he has frequently
delivered. He occasionally writes for the press on similar topics.

Mr. Alexander began life in 1871 as a lawyer in Middleburg,
Virginia. As a boy, he longed to be a lawyer; hung around the
courthouse while important cases were being argued. All the
influences around his youth at Warrenton, Virginia, were such
as to create within him a thirst for honorable distinction in law.
This thirst was no wise abated while he sat at the feet of John
B. Minor, the greatest law teacher ever known to living genera-
tions of Virginians. An honorable ambition has guided Mr.
Alexander from youth to ripe maturity. It stimulated and
inspired him when General Willham H. Payne, the knightly
paladin of Warrenton, asked him to become his partner; and
the intimacy between these two spirits was a joy to both.

Mr. Alexander has rendered valuable service to his people as
chairman of the Democratic committee of Loudoun county. He
belongs to several sccial and beneficiary orders, such as the
Knights of Pythias, the Odd Fellows, and the Masonic order.
He is a member of the supreme tribunal of the first named, and
has been its chief tribune since 1898.

What is the philosophy of this successful life? What is
the basic principle upon which John ¥I. Alexander has built his
vigorous manhood? ILet us hear his advice to young Americans:

icrosoft ®



JOHN HENRY ALEXANDER 9]

“ Be uncompromisingly loyal to the Truth.” There we have it.
The poet said, “ He is a freeman whom the truth makes free.”
A greater yet put it in terms of eternal life.

October 1, 1874, Mr. Alexander married Emma H. Hughes,
of Loudoun county, Virginta. They have had six children; five
survive.

His address is Leesburg, Virginia.



WILLIAM EDWIN ALLEN

LLEN, WILLIAM EDWIN, lawyer, was born in

A Augusta county, Virginia, June 21, 1861. His parents

were Alfonzo Samuel and Frances E. Allen. His

father served in the Confederate States army throughout the

war and at its close returned to his home without a dollar and
thoroughly disheartened.

The boyhood of William Allen was passed on a farm of
which his father was tenant. The environment was unfavorable
and hardships were many and severe. There was no public
school near his home, and even if there had been, the poverty of
his parents would have prevented his attendance. He was
poorly clad and until he was past ten years of age he never
had a pair of shoes. Irom early childhood he was a worker,
so early, in fact, that he says he cannot remember the
time when he did not work. Fortunately he was large and
strong, and the ambition to excel, which he inherited from his
mother and which has distinguished him in later life, made him
earnest and persistent in his effort to “ do more work than the
other fellow.”

In his eleventh year he left home and returned only for
occasional visits. He found work in a large saw mill near the
Natural Bridge. Here he remained for two years and for more
than half of this peried he drove a team of six steers hauling
lumber to a point on the James river. For several years after
leaving the mill he was employed on a farm and on various public
works. When he was seventeen he went to Earlysville, a village
in the northern part of Albemarle county, to work for his brother-
in-law in a country store. Up to this time he knew nothing of
books but, from some cause that he never was able to explain, his
ambition to become educated was aroused, and after the work of
the day was done he sat up late in order to learn to read and
write. For his work at this place he received only his “ victuals
and clothes;” but, after serving his apprenticeship. he became









WILLIAM EDWIN ALLEN 9

clerk in a country store nine miles south of Charlottesville, where
he remained two years. He then obtained a position in a store at
Charlottesville and as part payment for his work he was, for
four months, allowed to attend a public school from ten o’clock
in the forenoon until three o’clock in the afternoon. This was
his entire schooling until he entered the University of Virginia;
where he attended law lectures during the sessions of 1887-88
and 1889-90. At the university, he was heavily handicapped by
the necessity of working in order to obtain money with which to
pay his expenses. In 1890 he was admitted to the bar and at
once commenced practice at Charlottesville. In a short time he
removed to Clifton Forge. Later he settled in Covington, where
he has continued to reside.

Mr. Allen has been successful in the practice of his profes-
sion. From 1891 to 1895 he was the state’s attorney for
Alleghany county and in the autumn of 1903 he was again elected
to the same office for a term of four years. In politics he is a
Democrat. He has been chairman of the county committee;
member of the State executive committee, and a delegate from
the tenth district of Virginia to the Democratic national conven-
tion at St. Louis in 1904, at which Hon. Alton B. Parker was
nominated for the presidency.

Regarding the various influences which have aided him in
his efforts to succeed, Mr. Allen states that he left home too early
in life to obtain from it the help which many men have received,
though he gained useful lessons from the precepts and example
of his mother. School could do but little for him on account of
the limited time which he was able to attend. Private study
gave him what mental discipline he has had. Contact with men
in active life, combined with a resolute purpose to make his way
in the world, has done more for him than anything else. He has
never sought to “ shine ” but has earnestly tried to become a use-
ful man. His most helpful reading in his earlier years was
¢« Self-Help,” by Samuel Smiles, and various works on history.
Almost at the beginning of his study he determined to become
a lawyer and, through many hardships and almost insuperable
difficulties, he kept constantly to this purpose. After working
all day he frequently studied until two o’clock the next morning.



10 WILLIAM EDWIN ALLEN

The success that he has won shows what can be done, even under
the most unpromising conditions, by well-directed effort and an
intelligent and unswerving purpose.

Mr. Allen was married November 18, 1891, to Lucia G. Ster-
ling. They have had three children, all of whom are living
in 1906. Their home is at Covington, Alleghany County, Vir-
ginia.



p w co&t !
Al ) 'mmc LIBRARY |

AB'ER. TAOK AAR



ey



CHARLES JEFFERIES ANDERSON

NDERSON, CHARLES JEFFERIES, was born in
A Richmond, Virginia, August 12, 1848, and is a son of the
late George W. Anderson, of Richmond and Margaret L.
Anderson, his wife. The father was for many years one of the
leading merchants of Richmond, and was possessed of virtues of
mind and character that won for him the highest esteem. The
subject of this sketch, is of Xnglish descent, being a great-
grandson of Colonel Joseph Jefferies, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
of the Revolutionary army. His boyhood days were spent
mostly in the city of Richmond. is first military training was
received at the Virginia Military institute, at Lexington, from
which he was graduated in the class of 1869. In 1864-65 he was
a cadet in the Virginia Military institute corps of cadets in the
Confederate States army.

In 1870 he began an active commercial career in Richmond,
being a member of the firm of George W. Anderson and Sons.
His people have from time to time claimed both his civic and
military services and in every emergency General Anderson has
measured up to the standard of the “ man four square.” From
1871 to 1893 he was actively allied with the Virginia volunteers,
rising by steady steps from captain in 1871 to major, lieutenant-
colonel, colonel 1st Virginia regiment, brigadier-general 1st
brigade in which latter capacity he succeeded General Fitzhugh
Lee in 1885, serving as such until 1893, when he was appointed
adjutant-general of Virginia, and so continued until 1898.

In 1873 he was commissioner from the state of Vir-
ginia to the Vienna exposition. In February, 1906, he was
again appointed adjutant-general of the state by Governor
Swanson, an appointment which is thoroughly approved by the
people at large and especially by men in military ecircles.
General Anderson has from time to time, served his city and
state in political offices. In 1902 he was a member of the city
council of Richmond. In 1903-04 he represented Richmond in
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the house of delegates of Virginia. In 1906 he was sent to the
state senate as a senator from Richmond city.

He is connected in an official capacity with the R. E. Lee
camp Soldiers’ Home, the Richmond Male Orphan society, the
Virginia Military institute board, and with various other well-
known organizations.

General Anderson is endowed with traits of heart and
manner that make him not only a good soldier at all times, but
a worthy citizen in every sense. Intelligent, modest, dignified,
courteous, he well embodies the virtues of a true Virginian.

General Anderson is a thirty-second degree Mason. He is 2
member of the Army and Navy club, of New York city, of the
Commonwealth and Westmoreland clubs, at Richmond, and is at
present (1906) a member of the board of governors of the last
named club. He is a member of the Protestant Episcopal church.
In political affiliation he is, and always has been, a Thomas
Jefferson Democrat.

His postoffice address is Richmond, Virginia.



IHI]‘ \ I III’.r-'ll IIIIlI I.:I '
) ) II ¥y ! III o
fare ’ gl )

1 ! I ' _—Il

’!’RE NEW TARK
PUBLIC LIBRARY

ASTOB. LENDX AND
TILDER HFOUNUATIONS
E L

P}gitized by Microsoft®

- . Il 100% » =%






WILLIAM EDWARD ANDERSON

NDERSON, WILLIAM EDWARD, M. D,, is the son of

A William Watkins Anderson and Laura Marks Anderson,

and was born in Prince George county, Virginia, Sep-

tember 10, 1866. Like many other Virginians, he is of Scotch

descent, his earliest ancestors having come from Scotland to
Virginia in colonial days and settled on York river.

Dr. Anderson’s boyhood was spent in the country, where he
worked on the farm, and gained a practical knowledge of farm-
ing operations. His education was commenced under a private
instructor and was continued in the public schools of his county,
but for some years prior to his entrance to college he again had a
private teacher. After passing a year at Randolph-Macon
college Lie entered the Medical college of Virginia, at Richmond,
in 1886, and remained there during the sessions of 1886-1887 and
1887-1888, diligently seeking to equip himself for the practice of
his chosen profession. He graduated with the degree of Doctor
of Medicine in 1888, and since that time has been actively
engaged in practice, in which he has achieved success and
prominence.

Dr. Anderson is one of the surgeons of the Norfolk and
Western railroad, and is a director in a number of private
corporations and institutions, to the conduct of which his business
acumen and sound judgment have materially contributed.
Among other business positions which he occupies is that of
president of the Farmpville telephone company.

Like many physicians who are influential in their several
communities, Dr. Anderson is imbued with the civic spirit, and
is much interested in politics. Te is the chairman of the Demo-
cratic party of his county; and is a member of the board of
trustees of the State Female Normal school, at Farmville. His
interest in practical social science has led him in the direction of
valuable public service in connection with works of charity an.d
the public prisons; and he is actively identified with the organi-
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zation and conduct of several associations which are engaged in
or related to these subjects.

From 1892 to 1896, Dr. Anderson was a member of the
Farmville guards, a military company of his town. From 1896
to 1898, he was first assistant surgeon of the 3rd Virginia
regiment of infantry volunteers; and he served as captain and
assistant surgeon in the Spanish-American war. He is a mem-
ber of the American Medical association; a member of the
Medical society of Virginia, in which he held the office of its
first vice-president in 1903-1904, and was, at its last meeting,
elected a delegate, for the next two vyears, to the American
Medical association—one of the highest honors the society can
bestow. He is also a member, and one of the executive com-
mittee, of the Tri-State Medical association of Virginia and the
Carolinas. He is president of the Orange-Keysville Railway
company, and for six years he has been president of the town
council of Farmville. He is fond of all outdoor sports, but
especially of fox and bird hunting, and fishing. His horses and
dogs are some of the finest in Southside Virginia. Iis religious
affiliation is with the Methodist Episcopal church, of which he
i1s a prominent member.

On April 30, 1901, Dr. Anderson married Pearl Horton
Venable; they have had three children. Their home is one of
the finest in their section of the state.

Dr. Anderson and his family reside in Farmville, Prince
Edward County. Virginia.




DECATUR AXTELL

XTELL, DECATUR, vice-president of the Chesapeake
A and Ohio Railroad company, was born in the town of
Elyria, Lorain county, Ohio, February 8, 1848, and on
both sides of his family is descended from the earliest settlers of
Massachusetts colony;—through his father from Daniel Axtell
of Berkhampstead, England, who settled in Massachusetts in
1641, and by his mother from John Alden and Priscilla, his wife,
who came over in the Mayflower and settled at Plymouth in 1621.
His ancestors were people of high character, great intelligence,
and excellent social standing. In his parentage, also, he was
much blessed; for his father and mother. Almon and Sophronia
Boynton Axtell, were physicially, intellectually and morally far
above the ordinary. From them he, doubtless, inherited those
sturdy virtues, the cultivation of which made him what he after-
wards became. Almon Axtell’s chief occupation was farming:;
and, while the son was reared in a town, he was familiar in child-
hood and youth with country life and with all that is implied in
such knowledge. The influence of a loving and gracious mother
was especially strong in arousing his ambition, and he early
became fond of books, especially history, which he read with
avidity. Decatur Axtell’s primary and secondary education was
obtained in private and public schools and under tutors; in later
years, he attended Illinois college, Jacksonville, Tllinois, having
first gained some experience of practical life before entering
college. He found mathematical works, psychological and
philosophical treatises, biography and history, with a sprinkling
of the best standard fiction, most congenial to his tastes and most
helpful in fitting him for his future career.

In the year 1864,at the age of sixteen, he left home, to enter
on his life’s work, and at the suggestion of his father, became
attached, as rodman, to a corps of civil engineers engaged in the
construction of the Missouri Pacific Railroad. While not ambi-
tious in the ordinary sense of that word, he started out with the
firm resolve to stand in the front rank of his profession, so far as
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honorable and intelligent effort would enable him to do so.
Inspired by home influences and by the congenial and helpful
companions of maturer years, the young man forged ahead
rapidly, to high and honorable success. Xre long we find him
assistant engineer of the Missouri Pacific Railroad, then assistant
engineer and division superintendent of the St. Louis, Iron
Mountain and Southern Railroad. He afterwards became chief
engineer of the Cairo, Arkansas and Texas, consolidated at a later
date with the Iron Mountain.

In the year 1880, Mr. Axtell was called to be general manager
of the Richmond and Allegheny Railroad, and supervised the
construction and operation of that important enterprise as general
manager, vice-president and director until it was consolidated in
1890 with the Chesapeake and Ohio, with which company he has
since continued as vice-president. He is also president of the
Toledo and Ohio Central, and vice-president of the Kanawha and
Michigan Railway.

It will thus be seen that much the larger part of Mr. Axtell’s
life has been given to ecfficient and productive service in the
Southern and Southwestern states, and that about two-thirds of
his adult years have been spent in building up the interests and
advancing the prosperity of the state and city of his adoption.
It is pleasant to say that his fellow citizens of the Old Dominion
recognize his work with grateful appreciation, and regard him
not only as a most valuable agent in the material development of
this section of the country, but also as a gentleman of worth and
culture whom it is a privilege to know.

Mr. Axtell is a member of the American Society of Civil
Engineers; the Virginia Historical society; the Mayflower
society; the Sons of Colonial Wars; and of the Westmoreland
and Commonwealth clubs, of Richmond, Virginia. He is a
Democrat in politics, his only departure from the support of
his party being in a vote for William McKinley against W. J.
Bryan.

Mr. Axtell married May Cantrell, of Little Rock, Arkansas.
Their home is at 926 West Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia.
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RUFUS ADOLPHUS AYERS

YERS, RUFUS ADOLPHUS, lawyer, ex-attorney-
A general of Virginia, was born May 20, 1849, and his
parents were M. J. Ayers and Susan Lewis Wingfield.
Upon his father’s side he is descended from John Ayers, who
came from England in early youth, resided in North Carolina
until manhood, married and removed to Bedford county, Vir-
ginia, where he became a distinguished minister of the Methodist
church. His father was a farmer and teacher, of unbending
willy sterling integrity, and of excellent reputation for truth and
morality. On his mother’s side he is descended from John
Lewis, the first settler of Auvgusta county, Virginia, who was
born in Donegal, Ireland, and settled on Lewis’ creek in Augusta
county, in 1732. He and all his sons were distinguished in the
Indian wars of the Border. (Ifor a more particular account of
the Lewis family, see the biography of Lunsford L. Lewis).
The subject of this sketch was a robust and active boy, who
was fond of hunting and fishing and all athletic sports. His
father died when he was eight years old, leaving Mrs. Ayers in
straitened circumstances; and young Ayers was at work all the
time he was not in school. He cut and hauled wood, cultivated
the garden, and to help his mother did many odd jobs for the
neighbors, who paid him liberally. He loved to work, was full
of energy, and did whatever came to hand. During this eritical
pericd of General Ayers’ life, the infiluence of his mother was
very great. When his father died, leaving six orphan children,
her courage never failed, but she met all the trials of her position
bravely and cheerfully. Though not highly educated, her mind
was well trained, and her superior mental endowments were
apparent to all who knew her. She taught her children never to
shrink from any difficulties that lay in their path but to meet
them bravely, and that honor and integrity far outweighed every
other consideration in life. General Ayers, with loyal devotion.
declares that he owes all he is and all he expeets to be to his
mother. e attended the Goodson academy at Bristol. Vir-
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ginia until 1861, when the war closed the school. e was then
twelve years old and never went to school any more. Very
fortunately he had made excellent use of his time from eight to
twelve years; and, although deprived of all scholastic advantages
after twelve, he read and studied everything he could lay his
hands on. Tistories and biographies were his favorite books,
but he liked novels also, and he read a host of them, good, bad
and indifferent.

After leaving school he became a clerk in a retail store, and
remained in that business nntil April, 1864, when he went into
the Confederate army to defend the state of his nativity to which
he was to be of such service i after years. For the first six
months he served on an independent detached command and the
remainder of the time in the field quartermaster’s department
for Fast Tennessee.

After the close of the war he pursued the work of a sales-
man and merchant on his own account for seven years, but, in
1873, abandoned it for the profession of a lawyer. This was not
an accidental step, but the fulfilment of a long cherished pur-
pose. IHe was naturally ambitious, and he felt the desire of
transmitting to his descendants a record that would compare
favorably with any. The idea of becoming a lawyer came
to him not long after his return from the army. During
the summer after the surrender at Appomattox he cultivated a
crop of corn with the horse brought with him from the war.
He began his work in the fields early in the morning, and during
the heat of the day would lie under the trees, and read, and study.
That summer’s reading fixed his determination to be a lawyer,
and after a time he consulted with his uncle, Judge G. A. Wing-
field, of Bedford, who encouraged him with the remark trite but
stimalating: “ There is plenty of room at the top.” He sold
goods and studied law, and, at length, after eight years came to
the bar with the determination to succeed. Iiis mother, who had
all the strength of the Lewis blood and intellect, was a constant
source of encouragement and inspiration.

In 1875, Mr. Ayers was elected attorney for the common-
wealth for Scott county and served four years until 1879, during
which time he was clerk of the committee on finance and

Digitized by Microsoft ®



RUYFUS ADOLPHUS AYERS 25

reading clerk of the house of delegates. He was also editor and
proprietor of a weekly newspaper called the “Scott County
Banner,” published at the court-house during this period. In
1876 he prepared the charter for the railroad between Bristol
and Big Stone Gap, Virginia, and, in 1877, organized the com-
pany which commenced its construction. In 1881 Mr. Ayers was
instrumental in organizing the Virginia Coal and Iron company
——the largest coal company in Virginia—and has been counsel for
and a director in the company ever since. Ile organized the
Bank of Gate City in 1889; the Interstate Finance and Trust
company and the Wise County bank in 1901 and 1902; the Vir-
ginia Tanning and Extract company in 1897; the Stone Gap
Colliery company, and Wise County Terminal company in 1902;
the Tazewell Coal and Land corporation, and the Seaboard Coal
company in 1904; and at different times quite a number of smaller
companies, with many of which he is still connected in an official
capacity. Besides assisting in building the railroad from Bristol
to Big Stone Gap, General Ayers was the leading spirit in build-
ing the railroad from Norton to Glamorgan, and the Big Creek
branch of the Norfolk and Western railway.

During this time Mr. Ayers held many political offices. In
1880 he was supervisor of the census for the fifth district of
Virginia under appointment from President Hayes, who was
required by act of congress to ignore politics in making the
appointments. From January 1, 1886 to January 1, 1890, he was
attorney-general of Virginia. From 1883 to 1895 he served on
the state central and executive committees of the Democratic
party, and in 1901 and 1902 he represented Wise, Dickinson and
Buchanan counties in the convention called to revise the consti-
tution of the state.

In all these positions General Ayers performed a distin-
guished part, but he regards the legal fight which he made
whilst attorney-general against the bondholders, as the most
important service he ever rendered. For two years the bond
holders, holding over ten million dollars of tax receivable coupons,
tried by every legal device to force them into the treasury.
The crisis came when Hugh L. Bond, judge of the United
States Circuit court, issued a sweeping injunction, restraining
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all the state officers, including the heads of the departments of
Richmond and himself as attorney-general, from executing those
statutes of Virginia, which made it extremely difficult, if not
impossible, to force the tax receivable coupons into the state
treasury.

General Ayers was not disturbed, but in order to carry the
question of the power of the Federal court to the Supreme court
of the United States boldly disobeyed the mandate of Judge
Bond. He could not get the sheriff of Richmond to act, so he
served himself the notice of suit which brought him into con-
tempt. General Ayers was arrested and upon the hearing was
fined five hundred dollars; and when he declined to pay, was
ordered to jail. Upon this he promptly sued out a writ of
habeas corpus from the Supreme court of the United States.
At the hearing he was represented by the eminent lawyers Roscoe
Conkling, John Randolph Tucker, Colonel W. W. Gordon, and
Charles V. Meredith. The court set aside the order of imprison-
ment and discharged General Ayers from custody; and the ques-
tion of the public debt, which had so long agitated the state, was
settled not long after on terms honorable to the state and really to
the advantage of the bondholders. ‘The general assembly of Vir-
ginia unanimously passed a joint resolution commending general
Ayers’ conduct which was transmitted to him by General Lee,
with a very complimentary letter. “I take great pleasure,” he
wrote, “in uniting with the legislature in its commendation of
the spirit that enabled vou, while obeying the laws of your state,
to lock through the bars of a jail, in order that you might
peaceably see the rights of Virginia under the constitution pre-
served.”

Second, however, only to the work of preserving the
sovereignty of the state has been the part taken by General Ayers
in the development of Southwest Virginia.

The multiplied experience of General Ayers renders him
particularly competent to give good and wholesome advice to
the young. He thinks he might have attained even greater
success than he has, if he had given more time and attention to
fewer enterprises. He, therefore, advises young men to follow
closely what they undertake, and not to undertake more than

o
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they can give full care and attention to. He urges them to keep
busy at all times, for idleness wrecks more lives than all other
causes combined. “Tt is rare that a young man who has kept
busy from infancy becomes dissipated and wild. Such men
generally begin to plan out work for themselves early, and
rarely arrive at maturity without some definite aim in life.
Good character, high moral ideas, strict integrity and usefulness,
form a capital more lasting and more to be desired than money
without them.”

In politics, General Ayers has been loyal in his allegiance
to the Democratic party and has never changed his opinions. He
1s not a member of any church, though he contributes to the
support of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, of which his
wife 1s a member. He is very fond of horseback riding, hunting
and fishing, and for exercise plays lawn tennis. e is a member
of the Masonic fraternity and has served as master of a lodge.
In his manners he is exceedingly genial and kind, and there are
few as popular men in the state as Rufus A. Ayers.

On June 8, 1870, he married Victoria Louisa Morrison, and
six children have been born to them, of whom three only are
living (1906)—XKate Lewis Pettit, (neé Ayers), Harry J. Ayers,
and James B. Ayers.

His address is Big Stone Gap, Wise County, Virginia.
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OSCAR BAYNE BARKER

ARKER, OSCAR BAYNE, merchant, was born in Han-

B over county, Virginia, March 15, 1861. His parents

were Francis Marion and Dematris Ann Barker. His

father was a prominent Baptist minister. IHis mother was a

woman of sincere piety, whose influence for good upon her
family and acquaintances was strong and enduring.

When Oscar B. Barker was only two years old, his father
died, leaving his eight children to the care of their mother, who
was in straitened circumstances. The boy was healthy and
strong, and as he increased in years he bore his full share of
the work about home, attending school as opportunity offered,
and making gratifying progress in his studies. e early
developed traits of industry and enterprise, and under the care-
ful training of his pious mother, established a reputation for
sobriety and integrity. The financial condition of the family
was such that a college course was out of the question. There-
fore young Oscar, at the age of fourteen, went into the busy
world to carve out his own fortune. For two years he served
as clerk in a store at Peaksville, Bedford county, Virginia.
Then he accepted a better position at Liberty (now Bedford
City) Virginia, in a hardware store. After remaining in this
position five years he acquired an interest in the business and
became its active manager. Several years later he moved to
Lynchburg, Virginia, where he established a wholesale hardware
house, and where he still remains as president of the Barker-
Jennings Hardware company. The business has grown to
mammoth proportions, and is now the largest establishment of
its kind south of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi rivers.
The building in which it is conducted contains two and a half
acres of floor space, and its traveling salesmen cover the whole
of the territory of three states—Virginia, West Virginia, and
North Carolina.

Mr. Barker has never sought official positions and in several
instances the demands of his business have compelled him to
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OSCAR BAYNE BARKER 31
decline honors of this kind which the people have desired to
confer upon him. Nevertheless he has not shirked ecalls to
take prominent part in enterprises intended to promote the
welfare of the community. Ile has been pressed into service as
president of the Southern Jobbers Ilardware association. He
has also been president of the Lynchburg board of trade, chair-
man of the public school board, director in various business
corporations, and is now (1906) a director in the First National
bank. He has also heen identified with the management of
various other bodies, including the Jones Memorial library, the
Lyceum and the Young RMMen’s Christian association.

In business Mr. Barker has always pursued a broad and
liberal policy. The rewards that have come to him are those
that are due him for close application and honorable dealing.
He has never received financial aid from others, and the result
of his efforts indicate what * self-help ” can do for one who is
earnest in purpose and upright in conduct.

Notwithstanding the demands of his large business interests,
Mr. Barker has always taken a prominent part in the religious
affairs of the city, being deacon in the College Hill Baptist
church and superintendent of the Sunday school. His fellow-
citizens have learned to count on him for codperation in every
undertaking, secular or religious, for the advancement of the
city.

Mr. Barker is of a genial and social disposition, and partakes
with a relish of innocent amusements, preferring for relaxation,
bowling and horseback riding. He is a Mason, a Knight
Templar, a Shriner and an Elk. In politics he has always been
a Democrat.

The example of Mr. Barker should be an inspiration to
aspiring young men, proving as it does, that business success
may be gained by legitimate means, without taking short cuts,
or resorting to questionable practices, and without sacrificing
higher interests.

Mr. Barker was married on December 20, 1882, to Miss
Estelle A. Wright. Of their five children, four are living in
1906. oy’

Their residence is 1104 Wise Street, Lynchburg, Virginia.



WILLIAM CAREY BARKER

% ARKER, WILLIAM CAREY, physician, was born in
m Goochland county, Virginia, February 24, 1857. His
father, the Reverend Francis M. Barker, was a noted
minister in the Baptist church, and his mother was a woman of
fine Christian character.

The boyhood of William Barker was passed in the country.
At this period his opportunities for acquiring an education were
limited. He attended the common schools near his home, read
such medical books as he could secure, and, nuder the influence
of his parents made a careful study of the Bible. When the way
was opened for him to attend a higher institution of learning, he
took a course at Richmond college, after which he studied at the
Virginia Medical college and was graduated therefrom, with
the degree of M. D., in 1884. Ile then located at Fredericksburg,
Spottsylvania county, and commenced the practice of his pro-
fession for which he had shown a marked taste from his early
years.

In 1897 Dr. Barker removed to Buchanan, Botetourt county,
Virginia, where he has continued to reside. Erom 1887 to 1897,
he was assistant physician to the State hospital for the insane,
at Petersburg. His resignation was accepted by his associates
with deep regret, and they said of him: “ Dr. Barker has
always discharged his duties here faithfully, efficiently and cheer-
fully. His suavity of manner, gentleness of disposition and
uniform courtesy have greatly endeared him to all connected
with the hospital.” Tn his private practice he has been very
successful, and by the same gentleness and courtesy that was
shown at the hospital he has endeared himself to the community
in which he lives and labors.

Dr. Barker was married, first, in 1887, to Etta . Jones, and
second, in 1892, to Mabel E. Elam. A son by the first marriage
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